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analysis for hot-button moral issues. Our analysis of clinical topics focuses on a few specifically

selected issues of moral concern, such as euthanasia, who should have access to the technology,
and who will benefit. To some extent, these issues have often required extensive reflection on the

part of the caregiver. We refer to this kind of analysis as "hot-button" because it is, to varying
degrees, "polarized" by a public that appears to be clamoring for a resolution. We have called this a
hot-button issue because the caregivers initially recognize the need to address it, the issue becomes

"hot" at an earlier stage of reflection because caregivers perceive that they must choose between
two vocations-their "vocations," in a sense, represent their moral identity. Then, after a period of
reflection, the caregivers may realize that they are unable to resolve the issue. The caregivers

experience a sense of abandonment, and the issue moves from the hot to the "cold" stage. e s t t o -
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